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Double-bass and altered piano*

Duration 4 mins 30 secs

Mascaron; (architecture) A carved, ornamental face, usually human, sometimes frightening or
chimeric whose alleged function was originally to frighten away evil spirits so that they would
not enter the building.

It seemed to me that the double-bass has all the acoustical possibilities of what, to my mind, a
Mascaron can represent. This short piece is a characterful representation of the mascaron and
those who might observe them.

Mascaron was commissioned by the Royal Academy of Music in celebration of its two
hundredth anniversary

*Fixed media, played by the composer

Cover image © Sunbeam Photography, Unsplash
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Mascaron

Commissioned by The Royal Academy of Music in celebration of its bicentenary

Ailis Ni Riain [2022]

J = 50 Vertical bowing to and from bridge [no tones], wispy, mysterious, becoming more dense......
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sul tasto, microtonal exploration,

[tempo - not strict]

S~

TN

~
S,

IS

»n

~

S

=
~¢ & _H

..I <
NN
S S
A &

— — — sul pont

= bb*g f

----ord

he 50000 n g[5tto0 ]
@

|

0

mp

L.
e

3
\

(4

Pno.

||| ﬁ-
[l i
~ H f N
J g
L Am o 5
)
e
)
e
~
B N
= = =
] i)
3 g
="
Lo | S e
N
T
e
e
~¢
i
e
171 .v Tre
ey
Man pa



o

L= T

Y

1 1 !

arco

mp

e N

L= T

9
|4

arco

(YN

46

1

/
| 4

mp

0

4

Db.

Pno.

———

mp




fe £

7

@

sultasto
ef o2

§

53
[

mp

Db.

Y n
1" A
Pno. |%

2:11

mp

T
|
d
~——

£

'L

I
P

R

L

La

Db.

Pno.

Ll

gliss:

Open harmonic gliss sul E

gliss:

L. Y

=

AF:

V]

1

woody-ripple

1

I S E—
#

Pno.

hg——g

I

L. ™

Bell-like

<

T T T J ott@ e/ [ | | Jtofte o |




q
A ]
Exs
(Y
m'
At.--
LY |
ﬁr
(Y
q
S ]
8 .._umu p.mJ
Ha WJ
32 r
A | || 1™
HJ N, N @\v\
< g
a ~

sul pont

4

—

mp

glassy/scratchy

harmonic gliss

Wll
yal g
% u
4
X )
|
Mﬁ !
x|z
~¢ i
xm e
e L
M |
= e
S i
lag
[
o
I
SHH]| | =
sl 9%
A £

¢
) \
. \ g
Ll
Qe T
i
o)
4
L
.xl
m_\ s
N |
K1 | [lo)
2w
| \
X | |
~ ¢
o~
NP Nikich
A £

pizz.

P
-

i

2

-

89

IMAI

Db.




3

SN

37 [ord]

92

/]

natural harmonics 'feathery

Y ]

T T g T 11

k)
k)

Q.
I

T

99

ot

I
I
I

E

Db.

4:12
sul pont

[melody]

—_—

103

108




