








Mascaron [2022]

Ailís Ní Ríain

Double-bass and altered piano*

Duration 4 mins 30 secs

Mascaron; (architecture) A carved, ornamental face, usually human, sometimes frightening or 
chimeric whose alleged function was originally to frighten away evil spirits so that they would 
not enter the building. 

It seemed to me that the double-bass has all the acoustical possibilities of what, to my mind, a 
Mascaron can represent. This short piece is a characterful representation of the mascaron and 
those who might observe them. 

Mascaron was commissioned by the Royal Academy of Music in celebration of its two 
hundredth anniversary

*Fixed media, played by the composer

Cover image © Sunbeam Photography, Unsplash
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