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Submerged takes as its central metaphor the idea of being deep underwater, as if shipwrecked, and looking 
up to the light filtering in from above. There is striving upwards, breaking the surface, and 
resettling. ‘Submerged’ also refers to the unusual sounds hidden in cello tones which emerge through 
imaginative playing techniques and careful listening. 
 
Submerged emerged through numerous exploratory meetings between the myself as composer and cellist 
Samuel Vincent. At our initial meeting, I showed Sam a coloured drawing which I had made (see below) and 
asked him to improvise to it. The sound he began with, which involved playing an open C whilst lightly 
tapping the adjacent string on a harmonic node, eventually became the opening. Through further 
improvisation and experimentation over several weeks, we developed a shared vocabulary which I shaped 
into the piece.  
 
Submerged is dedicated to Sam Vincent with thanks for his imagination and dedication.  
 
 

 
 

 
Submerged (7’) was commissioned for the 200 Pieces project, in celebration of the 200th anniversary of the 
Royal Academy of Music. It was premièred by Samuel Vincent on Thursday 25th November, 2021.  
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