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James B. Wilson

Turner's Ships

for Piano 

Turner’s Ships is the second (and latest), in a slowly growing group of  works inspired by JMW Turner’s paintings. 
This work takes as it’s subject two pictures recently exhibited in the Tate Gallery: The Fighting Temeraire and 
Slave Ship. In both there is a sense of  recollection, an afterglow. Each work depicts conflicting ideas of  past 
glory and loss. Aesthetically this pair of  works are particularly rich, and yet hazy, with gorgeous colour.

When writing the work I was preoccupied with the image of  waves lapping against a ships hull; a gesture representative 
of  this opens the work. Also ideas of  the ebb and flow of  the sea pervade the music. Toward the end of  the work these 
waves return but with dominant 7ths as the prevailing sonority. These sounds gradually move downward; remnants of  a 
sinking negro spiritual. Finally the work ends, much as it began.

This work was written in celebration of  The Royal Academy of  Music’s bicentenary and is my gift to the Academy.
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*Hold sustain ped. always (but lift where indicated).
1/2 Pedal occasionally, if ressonance becomes 
overwhelming.
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