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From One Thread

for Solo Viola (2020)

From One Thread for solo viola is in a single movement but with three

clearly defined sections that draw on the Baroque suite. The first

section is a capricious Fantasia which is followed by a short Sarabande,

rather stately but with irregular metres, and the piece ends with an urgent
Courante. Writing for a solo instrument is about tracing a single line and this
reminded me of the parallels with the visual arts, and in particular the

work of the major English textile artist Alice Kettle, to whom the piece is
dedicated. Considering the way she uses different materials in her work,
Alice has said that "A piece can develop from one thread." From One Thread
was commissioned by the Royal Academy of Music, London, in recognition of
its 200th anniversary in 2022 and the premiere performance was given by Miguel
Sobrinho at the Royal Academy of Music on 10 November 2020.

Accidentals normally apply to notes in the same rhythmic group, and only
in the same octave. Some accidentals are repeated for the purposes of clarity.



to Alice Kettle

From One Thread

for solo viola John Casken
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