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Performance Notes

Score in C
Duration: c. 5m

There are several ‘extreme’ chords in the piece, which can be executed by playing as
much of the chord as possible, and then jumping to reach the highest notes. The effect of
the chord being spread should be masked as much as possible.

Programme Notes

The title of the piece takes its name from the type of clinical study from which this data
was extrapolated. Phase Coherence is a framework for measuring similar neural activity in
different parts of the brain at the same time.

The music explores conceptually a representation of fMRI data taken from many groups
of people. The data was drawn from the PHD Thesis of Maria Celeste Fasano, a
neuroscientist working in Denmark.

The initial clusters and chords for the composition were created by comparing bars of
equal values in the chart (Fig. 2) with the piano keyboard (Fig. 3).

Fig. 1: contains a list of brain regions, for left and right hemispheres.

Fig. 2: contains collative data referring to the phase coherence states measured in
different research participants.
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Fig. 3: piano keyboard.
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Phase Coherence

Phasel.  (Etude in Expansion) Max Burstyn
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