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Composer's Notes

In 2020 when commissioned a piece for the RAM’s 200 Solo Pieces bicentenary project, 
I  was  on  my  sabbatical  in  Moseley  UK,  and  it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  Covid-19 
Pandemic.

‘Totentanz’ explores element of darkness and uncertainty. It is a spiritual reflection of 
this unforgettable time of plague. The piece starts from transformations of melodies of 
the  Dies  Irae,  a  Gregorian  Chant.  Transformations  through  glissandis,  micro-tones, 
extended techniques and also rhythmic complexity, gradually regain the original form 
of the chant, which is plain, simple, and transparent. 

This piece is my humble wish of “hope“ from this uncertain, dark period, to remember 
and celebrate for the bicentenary of the Royal Academy of Music in 2022.

**Micro-tones  and  asymmetrical  rhythms  such  as  10:9  along  with  textural 
transformations are served for a certain timbre, so that it is more important to create a 
timbre as “character” than its absolute pitch and rhythmic value.  



Caprice No. 4 'Totentanz' is one of a collection of 200 solo pieces written               
to celebrate the bicentenary of the Royal Academy of Music in 2022. 

http://shinuhleemusic.com
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