Timothy Jones

Papageno hangt sich auf

for solo piccolo

In celebration of the Bicentenary
of the Royal Academy of Music

and dedicated to Lucy Driver
who gave the first performance
March 2021



This piece takes as its starting point Papageno's failed suicide attempt in Act 2 scene 29 of Mozart's
Die Zauberflote. Had he succeeded in hanging himself, what mental states of anguish might he have gone
through before his brain function shut down?

The material is drawn from the opera: Papageno's panpipes, the bird-like fluttering figures that
adorn the instrumental writing in many parts of the score, and the Pa-Pa duet which, in this

alternative universe, was destined never to be.
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Timothy Jones is Deputy Principal of the Royal Academy of Music where he holds a University of
London chair. He is better known as a Mozart scholar than as a composer, in particular for his multiple
completions of Mozart's late fragments which have been performed, recorded and broadcast all over the world.
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