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   Programme Note  

Approx. 8 mins 

ZhuangZhouMengDie is inspired by a traditional Chinese philosophical story. The 
philosopher ZhuangZhou once dreamed he was a butterfly, a butterfly flitting and 
fluttering about, happy with himself  and doing as he pleased. He didn't know that he 
was Zhuang Zhou. Suddenly he woke up and there he was, solid and unmistakable 
Zhuang Zhou. But he didn't know if  he was Zhuang Zhou who had dreamt he was a 
butterfly, or a butterfly dreaming that he was Zhuang Zhou. Between Zhuang Zhou 
and the butterfly there must be some distinction! Musically, the Chinese flute in the 
electronic part represents ZhuangZhou. I want to recreate the mixed reality and bring 
audiences to his dream.



Electronic set-up  

Amplified Piccolo  

A set of speakers 



 

Premier 
28th of  June, 2022 

A celebration of  the Flute Department Concert 

Commisioned by the Royal Academy of  Music 

Angela Burgess Recital Hall, Royal Academy of  Music,  
London, United Kingdom 
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