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Ways things go
for solo clarinet in Bb

Ways things go is one of a collection of 200 solo pieces commissioned to celebrate the bicentenary
of the Royal Academy of Music in 2022. The premiere performance was given by James Gilbert at
the Duke's Hall, Royal Academy of Music, on 9th November 2021.

Notes:
In senza misura bars, accidentals apply only to the note which directly follows

Duration: ca. 5 mins
About the work:

This piece was loosely inspired by Fischli and Weiss’s art film The way things go, which presents a
causal ‘chain reaction’ (something like a Rube Goldberg machine) featuring everyday objects and
industrial materials. The starting point for the work was an exploration of similar chain reactions
which connect apparently unrelated musical events into a continuous line. As the piece unfolds,
short motivic starting points are progressively explored and transformed, sometimes appearing in
radically different, distorted forms. Much of the material was developed in a free and improvisatory
way, working with approximate musical shapes and contours which could be revisited in different
modal/harmonic contexts throughout the piece.



To James Gilbert...

Ways things go

Mysterious, obsessively circling = ca. 144
[Very soft, but emphasise the crescendi, as if trying
to escape the pp / ppp dynamic, but never succeeding] Gareth Moorcraft (2021)

(*very short gaps (agitato) -
a 'broken legato' effect)
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